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OF 

HDebical  Officer  of  Ibealtb 

For  Year  Ending  December  31st,  1925. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Whitley 
Upper  Urban  District  Council, 

Sir  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report,  which 
includes  a  review  of  the  last  live  years. 

Whitley  Upper  is  a  mixed  colliery  and  farming  district. 
It  consists  of  two  main  collections  of  houses  and  scattered  farms 
and  hamlets.  It  cannot  be  divided  up  into  localities,  as  there 
are  none  of  any  distinctive  features.  It  is  a  strip  of  country  3J 
miles  long  by  one  mile  broad,  lying  on  the  watershed  between 
the  valley  of  the  Calder  on  the  North  and  the  Dearne  on  the 
South.  It  is  350  feet  above  sea  level  at  its  Western  limit, 
rising  to  <300  about  the  middle,  and  falling  again  at  its  North- 
East  extremity  to  200  feet.  It  lies  over  the  middle  coal 
measures,  and  the  soil  is  a  clay-loam  over  a  subsoil  of  clay  and 
shale.  It  has  an  area  of  2,053  acres,  of  which  roughly  one-third 
is  wood  and  park  land.  The  land  is  mostly  permanent  grass 
land.  There  are  four  coal  pits  in  the  District,  which,  with  the 
agricultural  land,  find  employment  for  the  male  population  ; 
the  women  and  girls  going  to  the  mills  in  the  neighbouring 
townships.  The  main  Wakefield  and  Huddersfield  Road  runs 
along  half  the  length  of  the  District  in  its  Southern  boundary. 
The  houses  are  mostly  built  of  stone,  roofed  with  grey  slate. 
The  population  estimated  at  853  gives  a  rate  of  4'5  per  house 
and  2 '4  per  acre. 

The  population  in  1921  was  851. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  1921  was  183  ;  in  1925, 
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The  number  of  families  in  1921  was  191  ;  in  1925,  195. 


The  rateable  value  is  £6,381,  and  sum  represented  by  a 
penny  rate  £26  5s.  Od. 

During  1925,  there  were  15  deaths  of  residents,  nine  males 
and  six  females.  Of  these  four  deaths  were  from  cancer. 
There  was  one  death  from  encephalitis  lethargica.  There 
were  no  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year,  and  one  death  from 
epidemic  disease.  There  was  one  death  from  suicide  and  one 
accidental  death. 

There  were  only  11  births,  seven  males  and  four  females, 
including  one  illegitimate  male. 

Appended  is  a  table  shewing  deaths  and  births  and 


infantile  mortality  for  the 

last  five  years,  an 

d  the  average. 

Death  Rate. 

Birth  Rate. 

Infantile  Mortality 
Rate. 

1921  ... 

18-8 

20  •  0 

58 

1922  ... 

15  *  2 

2-3 

500 

1923  ... 

8' 2  1 

15  *  2 

77 

1924  .. 

5  ‘  7 

114 

100 

1925  ... 

17-5 

12-8 

Nil 

Average 

13-08 

12'34 

147 

The  fi 

gures  for  1925 

for  England  and 

Wales  are  : — 

19-9 

tu  UJ 

18-3 

75 

The  average  death-rate  is  over  the  1925  figure  for  England 
and  Wales,  and  the  birth-rate  is  only  two-thirds  of  that  for 
England  and  Wales,  and  the  infantile  mortality  rate  is  double. 

Too  much  importance  cannot  be  attached  to  these  figures, 
as  in  a  small  population  the  yearly  figures  vary  so.  The  death- 
rate  from  five  to  eighteen,  birth-rate  from  two  to  twenty,  and 
in  the  year  when  there  were  only  two  births  and  one  death 
in  infants  under  one  year,  the  infantile  mortality  rate  was  500, 
and  this  year  it  is  nil. 

There  are  three  cases  receiving  poor-law  relief.  Many 
surgical  cases  are  treated  at  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Huddersfield, 
but  few  medical  cases. 


General  Provision  of  Health  Service  in  the  Area.  Hospitals 
provided  or  subsidized  by  Local  Authority  or  County 
Council — 

1.  Tuberculosis  -  Patients  are  admitted  to  various  Sanatoria  provided  bv 

W.R.C.C. 

2.  Maternity — Nil. 

3.  Children— Nil. 

4.  Fever  -  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  at  Kirkburton.  31  beds.  (Provided 

by  10  Urban  Districts). 

5.  Smallpox— Hospital  at  Kirkburton.  Eight  beds.  (Provided  by  same 

10  Urban  Districts). 


Hospitals  available  for  the  Area — 

1.  General  -Huddersfield  Royal  Infirmary. 

2.  Maternity— Private  arrangements  with  the  Mill  Hill  Maternity  Home, 

Huddersfield,  by  patients,  and  Maternity  Home  of  the  Huddersfield 
Union.  Unmarried  mothers  not  barred. 

3.  Children— Admitted  to  Huddersfield  Royal  Infirmary,  'there  is  no 

other  institutional  provision  for  unmarried  mothers,  illegitimate 
children  and  homeless  children  in  this  area. 


Ambulance  Facilities — 

1.  Infectious  Disease  -Joint  Isolation  Hospital  Ambulance. 

2.  Non-Infectious  Disease  and  Accident  Cases -The  Huddersfield 

Borough  Police  Ambulance  has  been  generally  available  for  these 
cases. 


Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres — 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics  held  once  a  week  at  Kirkburton  under 
the  W.R.C.C. 

Tuberculosis  Clinic  held  on  two  days  a  week  at  Tuberculosis  Dispensary 
Huddersfield,  under  W.R.C.C. 

Treatment  Clinic  for  V.D.  held  at  Huddersfield  Infirmary. 

Public  Health  Officers — 

Part  time  M.O.H.  :  A.  Tait,  M.B. 

Sanitary  Inspector :  Abraham  Hardy,  and  Surveyor. 
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Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home — 

1.  General— None  provided. 

2.  Infectious  Cases— None  provided. 

Midwives — 

One  Midwife  practices  in  this  District.  Not  provided  or  subsidized  by 

L.A. 


Chemical  Work — 

The  W.R.C.C.  Laboratory  at  Wakefield  is  freely  used  for  bacteriological 
examinations. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District — 

Water.  There  is  a  good  supply  of  moorland  water  from  Dinford  Bridge. 
The  supply  has  been  constant,  and  is  laid  on  direct  to  the  houses. 
There  have  been  no  cases  of  lead  poisoning  during  the  period  under 
review.  The  isolated  houses  which  have  not  the  public  supply  have 
generally  a  good  supply  of  well  water,  which  is  plentiful  all  over 
the  district. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage  — 

The  outfall  works  at  Cloughgate,  which  have  been  altered  to  deal  with 
twice  the  amount  of  sewage,  are  working  satisfactorily,  and  deal 
with  the  most  concentrated  group  of  Houses.  Wood  Nook,  Grange 
Lane  and  Upper  Place  are  efficiently  sewered,  and  the  remainder  of 
the  houses  being  mostly  isolated  farms,  the  sewage  disposal  of  the 
District  may  be  considered  generally  satisfactory. 


Closet  Accommodation— 

There  are  113  privy  middens,  36  with  open  middens,  and  10  w.c.’s  in  your 
District.  There  are  now  eight  tub  closets.  The  privy  midden  is  a 
nuisance  under  any  condition,  and  can  only  be  kept  in  any  tolerable 
state  by  constant  supervision  on  the  part  of  your  [Sanitary  Inspector. 
The  refuse  is  removed  by  farmers  and  tenants,  and  is  utilised  by 
putting  some  on  the  land,  the  remainder  going  to  tips. 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area — 

Appended  is  a  copy  of  your  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  on  Nuisances  for 
year  ending  December  31st,  1925. 

No.  of  Nuisances  not  remedied  at  beginning  of  1925  ...  2 

No.  of  Visits  paid  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  42 

No.  of  Nuisances  found  .. .  ...  ...  ...  21 

No.  of  Nuisances  remedied:  ...  ...  ...  20 


No.  Unremedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

No.  of  Visits  to  Slaughter-house  ...  ...  ...  24 

No.  of  Houses  inspected  under  T.P.  Acts  ...  ...  25 

Nuisances  found : — Ashpit  requiring  cleaning  ...  16 

Choked  Sink  Drain  ...  ...  2 

Dangerous  Outbuilding  ...  ...  2 

Closet  requiring  repai  r  ...  ...  1 


ABRAHAM  HARDY, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


Smoke  Abatement — 

No  observations  have  been  taken  or  necessary. 


Offensive  Trades — 

There  are  none  in  the  District. 


Schools— 

The  one  elementary  school  in  the  District  is  in  good  sanitary  condition. 
The  Head  Teacher  sends  notifications  to  the  M.O.H.  of  any  suspicious 
cases  of  illness  or  contacts  of  known  infectious  illness.  These  cases 
are  seen  by  the  M.O.H. ,  and  appropriate  action  taken.  There  has 
been  no  need  for  school  closure  during  the  year. 


Housing — 

The  Houses  are  mostly  built  of  local  stone,  roofed  with  grey  slate.  The 
general  condition  is  good,  except  most  of  the  older  houses  are  more 
or  less  damp.  There  has  been  no  change  in  the  population.  There 
is  some  overcrowding  in  the  District,  which  will  be  relieved  to  a 
great  extent  next  year,  wrhen  10  more  houses  being  erected  by  the 
Council  will  be  ready  for  occupation. 

Minor  defects  are  usually  readily  remedied  on  informal  notices  to  the 
Owners. 

There  are  no  specifically  unhealthy  areas. 

The  Byelaws  were  approved  in  March,  1902,  and  refer  to 

New  Buildings, 

Nuisances, 

Slaughter  Houses, 

Common  Lodging  Houses,  and 

Cleansing  of  Footways,  Removal  of  House  Refuse, 
Cleansing  of  Privies  and  Ashpits,  &c. 
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Housing  Statistics  for  the  Year  1925 — 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year. 

(a) .  Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(b) .  With  State  asssi stance  under  Housing  Acts— 

(1) .  By  Local  Authority  ...  ...  0 

(2) .  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  0 

Unfit  Dwelling-Houses — 

(1) .  Total  number  inspected  for  housing  defects  ...  25 

(2) .  Number  inspected  and  recorded  ...  ...  25 

(3) .  Number  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  0 

(4) .  Number  not  in  all  respects  fit  ...  ...  4 

Remedies  of  defects  without  formal  notice  ...  ...  0 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers — 

1.  Number  of  Houses  in  respect  of  which  written  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  4 

2.  Number  of  Houses  rendered  fit  after  service  of  notice — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(b) .  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  0 

3.  Number  of  Houses  in  respect  of  which  closing  orders 

became  operative  in  pursuance  of  declaration  of 
Owners  to  close  ...  ...  ...  0 

(b) .  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts— 

1.  Number  of  Houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  21 

2.  Number  remedied  after  service  of  informal 

notice  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

(c) .  Proceedings  under  Sect.  11.  14.  15.  of  Housing  Act  ...  0 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food — 

(a).  Milk  Supply.  Regulations  under  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milk 
Shops  Order  have  been  in  force  for  period  under  review.  There  are 
27  c.owkeepers  and  retailers  of  milk,  mostly  in  small  quantities  to 
neighbours.  There  are  si^:  milk  dealers  registered.  The  general 
condition  of  the  cowsheds  is  fairly  good.  There  is  an  adequate 
supply  of  milk  in  the  District. 

1.  Action  taken  as  to  tuberculosis  in  milk  and  cattle.  Nil. 

2  Number  of  Licences  granted  for  sale  of  milk.  None. 
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3.  Refusal  or  revocation  of  registration  of  retailers  or  of  licences  for 

graded  milk.  None. 

»' 

4.  There  were  no  bacteriological  examinations  by  the  L.A.  of  samples  of 

graded  or  other  milk. 

(b) .  Meat.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  has  attended  at  times  of  slaughtering, 

and  has  made  in  all  25  inspections  at  the  one  slaughter  house  in  the 
District. 

There  are  no  public  slaughter-houses. 

Private  slaughter-houses  in  use  in  the  District : — 

In  January,  1920.  1.  January,  1925.  1,  December,  1925.  1. 

Registered  1.  Licensed  1.  Total  1. 

(c) .  Other  Foods— 

Bakehouses.  There  are  none. 

Chip  and  Fish  Shops.  There  are  two  in  the  District  in  satisfactory 
condition. 

(d) .  There  were  no  cases  of  food  poisoning. 


Infectious  Disease — 

The  District  during  the  last  five  years  has  been  very  free  from  Infectious 
Disease  In  that  time  there  have  been  only  six  cases  of  Diphtheria 
and  one  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  Two  cases  of  Encephalitis 
Lethargica  have  been  notified,  and  also  fifteen  cases  of  Pneumonia. 
Practically  all  cases  of  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever  are  removed 
to  Hospital,  and  there  have  been  no  known  return  cases. 

Steam  disinfection  of  the  bedding,  clothing,  <£c.,  is  done,  and  the  house 
fumigated. 


Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  1925: — 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 

Sent  to 

Notified. 

Hospital. 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

0 

Diphtheria  ... 

3 

3 

Pneumonia... 

1 

0 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

1 

0 

Total 

Deaths, 

0 

0 

0 

1 


Tuberculosis  — 

During  the  five  years,  four  cases  have  been  notified,  two  of  the  lungs,  one 
of  the  spine,  and  one  of  abdomen.  During  1925  no  cases  were 
reported,  and  there  were  no  deaths  recorded  from  tubercular 
disease. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925,  Sect.  62.  No  action  taken. 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925.  No  action 
taken. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  undertaken  by  W.R.C.C. 

There  have  been  no  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever,  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum, 
Diarrhoea  or  Poliomyelitis. 


August,  1926. 


A.  d  AIT,  M  B. 


